
FREDONIA VILLAGE BOARD MEETING 
October 21, 2010 

 
The regular village board meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by President Short.  
Present:  Joe Short, Jill Bertram, Fritz Buchholtz, Don Dohrwardt, and Chuck Lapicola.  
Also present:  Kendall and Carla Thistle, Barbara Donald, Mark Jaeger, Allen Neumann, 
and Jo Ann Wagner.  Arriving later:  Scott Ehaney, John Donald, Jane Donald, Peter 
Watry, and Mike Davel. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
All stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance. (Ehaney arrived.) 
 
Approve Minutes 
Minutes of the October 7, 2010 village board meeting were approved as presented on a 
MOTION by Lapicola, seconded by Buchholtz, and carried. 
 
Approve Payment of Bills 
With the additional list presented, the General Fund, Water, and Sewer bills were 
approved for payment on a MOTION by Lapicola, seconded by Dohrwardt, and carried. 
 
September Treasurer and Utility Reports 
The September treasurer and utility reports were approved on a MOTION by Dohrwardt, 
seconded by Lapicola, and carried. 
 
Operator Licenses 
None 
 
Report from Fire Chief on Operations of Village 
The report from the Fire Chief was reviewed. 
 
Report from Village Marshal on Operations of Village 
The report from the village marshal was reviewed. 
 
Report from Wastewater Treatment Plant Manager 
The report from the Wastewater Treatment Plant Manager was reviewed.  Buntrock is 
attending the Wastewater Operator’s Conference. 
 
Report from Director of Public Works on Operations of Village 
The report from the Director of Public Works was reviewed.  Neumann reported that the 
full depth milling on about 250 feet of Fillmore Street was completed.  The curb and 
gutter sections should be poured tomorrow and asphalt completed next week.   
 
Report from Clerk-Treasurer on Operations of Village 
The report from the Clerk-Treasurer was reviewed.  At this time about 30 absentee 
ballots have been issued for the November election. 
 
Resolution No. 2010-F Regarding Storm Water Issue – Village Green 
Subdivision 
Resolution No. 2010-F declaring the Village intent to require the developer to correct the 
outflow and swale of the detention pond before approval of subsequent phases of the 
Village Green Subdivision was approved on a MOTION by Dohrwardt, seconded by 
Lapicola, and carried.  Thistle questioned if the DNR approved plans are mentioned.  
Short stated that they are not mentioned as they are not village plans. 
 
Storm Water Issue – John Donald Property 
Donald stated that the driveway is not on his property, it is located on Peter Watry’s 
property.  When the driveway was installed it dammed up storm water causing it to flow 
into Donald’s basement.  He has owned the house for 25 years but it has only happened 
the past 15 years after the Watry house was built and the driveway installed.  Short stated 
that the question is why is the village fixing this?  Why is taxpayer money being spent on 



private property?  Donald stated that the village approved construction of the Watry 
house and driveway.  This created the problem.  Donald stated that he has been trying to 
remedy the problem and has called the village repeatedly.  Donald noted that he could 
have contracted to have this repaired and submitted the bill to the village but it was less 
expensive to have the village crew do the repair.  Short questioned how the village should 
address who pays.  Donald stated that the village should not have allowed the driveway to 
obstruct the flow of water.  It is the village responsibility since they approved the 
driveway.  Donald informed the board that he has spent hundreds of dollars on sump 
pumps and putting in gravel trying to remedy the problem.  The village added a culvert 
that is lower than his basement.  He will now dig a drain tile to the culvert.  He felt that 
this should alleviate the problem.  Donald stated that he could submit a bill to the village 
for the drywall that he had to replace in his basement from the water and the furnace that 
he had to replace.  Short again asked why it is the village’s problem.  Neumann stated 
that he felt the village had some responsibility as they approved the driveway.  A good 
manager solves problems.  The Public Works crew gets requests every day for services.  
Some requests generate bills from the village, some do not.  If the goal is to apply the 
benefit of service in equitable fashion it won’t happen.  Services provided by the village 
vary and different residents use the services differently.  Some have many branches to 
chip, some have none, some put out three bags of trash, some put out one, some use 
police and fire services on a regular basis, some never call the police, some have no kids 
in school, some have a few.  Services provided are not equal to all.  Neumann stated that 
his goal is to help village residents if possible, if it makes sense to do it.  He noted that 
the village approved the building permit and changed the master plan for the roads to 
allow this house and driveway to be built.  Dohrwardt stated that the permit was approved 
before his time on the board.  He stated that over time the village has changed the way 
they deal with developers and now address storm water issues when development is 
approved.  Donald stated that when a home was built on Fillmore Street years ago and it 
created a storm water problem for the neighbor, the village dug a trench between the 
houses and installed storm sewer.  He believes that a precedent was set at that time.  
Dohrwardt stated that the village’s department manager solved the problem, but the 
village board would like to have been involved.  Short questioned if the village accepts 
more liability by going on private property.  Neumann stated that it would be hard to 
deny that a problem was there.  Bertram stated that the driveway was installed 15 years 
ago.  Donald agreed and noted that he has been trying to solve the problem for 15 years.  
Dohrwardt noted that it may have been solved sooner if he had come to the village board 
with the problem.  Buchholtz asked if the real issue is if the problem should have come to 
the board first before it was remedied.  Neumann stated that the village crew often works 
on private property when chipping branches, picking up leaves or cutting lawns.  He 
stated the village crew probably works on private property several times a month.  
Ehaney commented that if litigation is possible, the village board should be involved.  
Watry stated that he appeared before the Plan Commission numerous times and had 
received approval from the village for construction of the house and driveway.   Bertram 
stated that a protocol has been set for working on private property – the owner is notified 
first of the problem and given time to remedy it before the village does the work.  She 
asked who should pick up the bill for this.  Neumann noted that sometimes the village 
crew does work that is not billed.  He stated that a toilet was deposited in the yard of a 
village resident.  The resident called the police department, who removed the toilet and 
called the Public Works Department to dispose of the toilet.  Should a bill be sent to that 
resident?  It was removed from private property.  Dohrwardt commented that he is 
disappointed that the village board was not involved before the project was completed.  
Neumann stated that he has to make many decisions without board approval.  He felt this 
problem was usual and solved the problem.  Short asked if Donald will sign a waiver 
releasing the village from any additional liability for the storm water drainage.  Donald 
stated that he has to install the drain tile, and feels that this will correct the situation.  He 
has no problem signing a waiver at that time.  Bertram questioned the cost of the project.  
Neumann stated that not all bills have been received.  Dohrwardt stated that the board can 
discuss how to treat this type of situation in the future.  He stated that the project was 
done in good conscience and with good reasons, but would like the village board to know 
before time.  Short noted that the village will get more information on how the driveway 
was approved. 
 
 



Report from Parks Committee – October 7, 2010 Meeting 
Buchholtz reported on the Parks Committee meeting.  Tree lighting was discussed.  The 
committee is recommending four trees be decorated by the village crew.  A “cherry 
picker” would be rented to decorate the trees.  New lights would be purchased.  
Community groups could decorate the small trees.  Disc golf was also discussed.  
Bertram stated the cost would be about $3,000 for the baskets which would be installed in 
the Marie Kraus Park.  Buchholtz noted that disc golf is very popular in the state.  Ehaney 
noted that tee pads and signs would also be needed.  He suggested that discs could be 
available for rent from the village hall.  Lapicola questioned if the public works crew had 
an operator for a cherry picker.  Neumann noted that they have never had one to operate.  
Lapicola expressed concern for the safety of the village crew if a machine was rented.  
Dohrwardt suggested that the fire department be asked to help with their ladder truck.  If 
they could provide the truck and operator, the village crew could decorate the tree.  
Neumann estimated that it would take two guys two hours for each tree - a total of 16 
man-hours.    The cost of LED lights was then discussed.  Tree lighting will be the 
Sunday after Thanksgiving.  Bertram suggested that three trees be decorated but 
spotlights be added to some of the bigger trees.  After further discussion a MOTION was 
made by Lapicola, seconded by Dohrwardt, to go forward with decorating additional 
trees using existing lights and purchasing lights as appropriate with the total amount for 
tree lighting not to exceed $800.  This amount includes cider, candy, etc.  Motion carried.  
Short will approach the fire department regarding use of the ladder truck.   
 
Utilities Committee – October 11, 2010 Meeting 
Dohrwardt reported that the Utilities Committee reviewed the water and sewer budgets 
and recommended them to the Finance Committee without any changes. 
 
Finance Committee – October 12, 2010 Meeting 
The minutes from the October 12, 2010 Finance Committee meeting were reviewed.  
Ehaney reported that the committee recommends that the General Fund portion of the 
levy stay the same, but the levy for capital is increased.  This will result in a 1.2% 
increase in the tax levy or about 7 cents per thousand of assessed value.  The public 
hearing on the budget will be before the next village board meeting.  Short noted that he 
requested that $2,000 be added for senior programs.  He felt the village does not provide 
any programs for seniors.  This money would be used at the Fredonia meal site or for 
other programs for seniors. 
 
Correspondence 
A letter from North Shore Bank regarding Roth 457(b) plans becoming available January 
1, 2011 was reviewed. 
 
Items for Future Consideration by Village Board 
Ehaney stated that during the budgeting process there was not a lot of time to critique the 
budget as far as how to do things differently or more efficiently.  He felt the committee 
should meet with the department heads during the year to identify different ways to 
possibly save money.   
 
Dohrwardt noted that the county library tax will go from 24 cents per thousand of 
assessed value last year, to 27 cents per thousand of assessed value this year.   
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:25 p.m. on a MOTION by Lapicola, seconded by Buchholtz, 
and carried. 


