
FREDONIA VILLAGE BOARD MEETING 
Fredonia Government Center 

242 Fredonia Avenue, Fredonia, WI 
April 3, 2014 

 
The regular village board meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by President Lapicola. 
Present: Chuck Lapicola, Fritz Buchholtz, Donald Dohrwardt, Lisa Dohrwardt, Scott 
Ehaney and John Long.  Also present:  Dennis and Christina Ott, Carol Huber, Gary 
Buntrock, Roger Strohm, and Jo Ann Wagner.   Arriving later:  Jill Bertram, Mike Davel, 
and Brian Schommer. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
All stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
Consent Agenda 
Lisa Dohrwardt noted the Relay for Life will be held May 16 and 17, 2014, not May 15 
and 16 as stated in the minutes.  With this change to the second paragraph of the minutes 
under Open Session for Citizen Comments and Questions the minutes of the March 20, 
2014 village board meeting, the General Fund, Water and Sewer bills and the special 
gathering beer license for the Fredonia Fire Fighter and EMS Association for April 11, 
2014 were approved on a MOTION by Lisa Dohrwardt, seconded Ehaney, and carried. 
 
Open Session for Citizen Comments and Questions 
Dennis Ott stated two trees will be removed from his yard during the Fredonia Avenue 
construction project.  He commented he would like to replace the trees and would be 
appreciative of any help the village could provide.  He stated if the village could help 
facilitate the purchase he would be willing to pay the cost. 
 
Update:  Fredonia Avenue Road Construction Project 
MAITNENACE AGREEMENT WITH OZAUKEE COUNTY FOR STORM WATER 
SYSTEM:  Strohm explained that the agreement with Ozaukee County for reconstruction 
of Fredonia Avenue and installation of a storm water system does not address 
maintenance, such as cleaning catch basins, street sweeping, and structural repairs of the 
system.  Lapicola stated the county should pay part of the cost of maintenance of the 
storm water system.  Lapicola instructed the Director of Public Works to proceed with 
discussions with the county for operation and maintenance of the storm water system.  
The agreement will then be brought to the village board for approval. 
 
CRITERIA FOR HARDSHIP CASES:  Lapicola stated that an article in the Milwaukee 
Journal Sentinel quoted a study by the Wisconsin Women’s Network showing a couple 
that was 65 or older and owned a house in Wisconsin needed $31,392 to cover expenses 
and a single person in the same age group needed $20,496.  The federal poverty level last 
year was $11,490 for an individual and $15,510 for a couple.  He felt this could be the 
criteria for hardship cases.  Discussion followed on extrapolating the number for a larger 
family, not including an age limit, and if other income/assets were available. After 
discussion a MOTION was made by Lapicola to adopt the studies level of $20,500 for a 
single person, and $31,400 for a couple to determine hardship cases for the Fredonia 
Avenue project.  To qualify as a hardship case the property owner would need to submit a 
copy of their income tax return to be reviewed by the village board.  This motion was 
seconded by Buchholtz and carried with Don Dohrwardt opposed. 
 
LETTER FROM OTT FAMILY:  The letter from the Ott family regarding the Fredonia 
Avenue project was reviewed.  Bertram commented that if the village is removing trees as 
part of the project they should be replaced.  Don Dohrwardt agreed.  Lapicola stated the 
village has a tree plan that incorporates different types of trees.  A MOTION was made 
by Lapicola, seconded by Buchholtz, to replace trees that are removed during the Fredonia 
Avenue construction project with the actual placement of the trees determined by the 
Director of Public Works, property owner, and county representative.  Motion carried. 
 
 
Resolution No. 2014-A Approving Sale of Land in the Industrial Park 



 

The Village Board previously approved the land sale to Horizon Construction and 
Exploration.  The title company is requiring approval of the sale by resolution.  The 
village attorney would like a completed “offer to Purchase” form.  Adoption of the 
resolution was postponed until the village board receives the offer to purchase on a 
MOTION by Don Dohrwardt, seconded by Lapicola, and carried. 
 
Report from Village President on Operations of Village 
UPDATE - TRAIL STATUS:  Lapicola noted that two property owners are unwilling to 
sell or give land for the trail.   
 
LETTER FROM WAUKESHA COUNTY REGARDING FAIR HOUSING MONTH:  
The letter from Waukesha County regarding Fair Housing Month was reviewed.  
Dohrwardt commented that the village is part of the HOME Consortium.  The Director of 
Public Works will send the property owners on Fredonia Avenue information on obtaining 
a grant from the HOME Consortium.  The grant is a 0% loan that comes due on sale or 
transfer of the property.  Long stated this information should also be sent to the residents 
on Edmaro Street.   
 
PROCLAMATION DECLARING APRIL 2014 TO BE FAIR HOUSING MONTH:   
Lapicola noted that he has proclaimed April 2014 to be Fair Housing Month. 
 
HOW MEETINGS ARE TO BE RUN:  Lapicola questioned if the village board wanted to 
continue running meetings as they had or if they want tighter control.  The consensus of 
the board was to run tighter meetings and to keep comments pertinent to the agenda items. 
 
Report from Fire Chief on Operations of Village 
Schommer reported the aerial ladder was tested.  Lapicola stated he has discussed with the 
village attorney representation for fire fighters and EMT’s.  Lapicola stated it was a 
misunderstanding.  The attorney thought he said he did not want to give advice without 
approval by the village board.  He did not understand that it had been approved.  He said 
he did give no cost advice to the individual.  Schommer then questioned the status of the 
Fire Department Needs Study.  Lapicola noted the committee will be meeting on Tuesday.  
Schommer stated an EMT Refresher course is on Tuesday.  Schommer questioned if a 
contingency plan could be compiled for replacement of the air masks if the Fire 
Department does not receive a grant.  Lapicola stated this will be added to the Fire 
Department Modernization Committee agenda. 
  
Report from Village Marshal on Operations of Village 
The report from the Village Marshal was reviewed.   
 
Report from Director of Public Works on Operations of Village 
The report from the Director of Public Works was reviewed.  Strohm stated he will have 
the bids for the Edmaro Street sanitary sewer project at the next meeting.  He will be 
sending a letter to the residents on Edmaro Street advising them of the need to replace any 
clay sanitary sewer laterals.  Strohm stated there is another water main break on North 
Milwaukee Street.  This will be fixed tomorrow.  Ehaney questioned the cost of a mixer 
for the water tower.  Strohm replied the cost is between $10,000 and $30,000. 
 
Report from Wastewater Treatment Plant Manager 
No report. 
 
Report from Clerk-Treasurer on Operations of Village 
The report from the Clerk-Treasurer was reviewed.  The Board of Review is scheduled for 
May 22, 2014 from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.  Eight-eight people voted in the Tuesday election 
with one late arriving absentee ballot to be counted at the Municipal Board of Canvas on 
Monday. 
 
Farmer’s Market 
A village resident questioned if the village was going to have a farmer’s market and if not, 
how she could organize such an event.  This was referred to the Economic Development 
Committee. 
 



 

Compensation for Non-Village Meetings/Events 
Compensation for board members when they attend a non-village event such as the Mid-
Moraine Municipal Association meetings, County Board meetings, or Ozaukee Economic 
Development meetings was discussed.  It was also suggested that Tree Board members be 
paid.  This was referred to the Personnel Committee for review and recommendation. 
 
Personnel Committee – April 3, 2014 meeting 
Buchholtz reported that the Personnel Committee met earlier this evening.  The committee 
discussed updating the employee handbook, establishing a wage rate table, and going to 
Moraine Park Technical College to look for new graduates as replacement personnel at the 
WWTP.  These individuals would already have their DNR certifications. 
 
Closed Session 
Per Wisconsin Statutes 19.85 (1)(f) the Village Board convened into closed session to 
discuss an employee medical issue on a MOTION by Don Dohrwardt, which was carried 
unanimously on a roll call vote.  
 
(At this time the village clerk left and the village president took minutes which were later 
transcribed by the clerk.) 
 
Adjourn Closed Session and Reconvene into Open Session 
A MOTION was made and seconded to adjourn closed session and reconvene into open 
session.  Motion carried unanimously on a roll call vote. 
 
USE OF SICK DAYS:  A MOTION was made by Lapicola, seconded by Buchholtz, to 
allow the advance use of sick days to cover missed hours from a workers compensation 
claim. The Employee Handbook states an employee receives sick days after six months of 
employment.  This would allow the advance use of the sick days.  This is a one-time 
allowance.  Motion carried. 
 
RETIREMENT PACKAGE:  A MOTION was made by Buchholtz, seconded by 
Lapicola, to present a gift of $3,000 to Gary Buntrock in appreciation for his service and 
his loyalty as a faithful public servant upon his retirement on June 10, 2014.  Motion 
carried unanimously. 
 
Correspondence 
The following correspondence was reviewed: 

 League of Wisconsin Municipalities New Officials Workshops 
 

Items for Future Consideration 
The response letter from the attorney will be reviewed at the next meeting. 
 
Committee appointments will be made at the next meeting. 
 
Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at 8:50 p.m.  


