
FREDONIA VILLAGE BOARD MEETING 
Fredonia Government Center 

242 Fredonia Avenue, Fredonia, WI 
May 15, 2014 

 
The regular village board meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by President Chuck Lapicola.  
Present:  Chuck Lapicola, Jill Bertram, Fritz Buchholtz, Donald Dohrwardt, Scott Ehaney and 
John Long.  Also present:  Ryan Osness, Mark Jaeger, Gary Buntrock, Roger Strohm and Jo Ann 
Wagner.   Arriving later: Daniel and Joyce Buechler. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
All stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
Consent Agenda 
The minutes of the May 1, 2014 village board meeting, the General Fund, Water and Sewer bills 
and the April treasurer and utility reports including first quarter budget comparisons were 
approved on a MOTION by Don Dohrwardt, seconded Ehaney, and carried.  Long noted that 
some items on the last agenda from the Fredonia Fire Department Modernization Committee 
meeting are not on the current agenda. 
 
Open Session for Citizen Comments and Questions 
None   
 
Update:  Fredonia Avenue Road Construction Project 
CULVERT RESIZE AND REPLACEMENT:  Strohm stated the county is waiting for an 
alternate proposal.  Dohrwardt spoke with Andrew from the county who is optimistic about 
trying for funding.  The county is expecting the village to pay 100% of any culvert improvement 
including engineering.  Bertram questioned if the engineering study for the culvert on Martin 
Drive could be used as it is not that far away.  Strohm stated that just the calculations would be 
needed.  Dohrwardt noted that under the fish passage grant engineering is an eligible expense.   
 
Ryan Osness from Frontier Communications presented a proposal for moving the phone lines on 
Fredonia Avenue.  Option 2 is to relocate the telephone poles from the north side of Fredonia 
Avenue to the south side of Fredonia Avenue.  This would eliminate some of the poles on the 
north side of Fredonia Avenue.  The cost to Frontier to make the needed changes is $64,951.  If 
the village wants the poles moved to the south side the cost is $203,025 of which the village 
would be responsible for anything over the $64,951.  If the area from Regal Drive to Hwy. 57 is 
not done the cost would decrease by $43,369.  Dohrwardt stated the village is willing to provide 
conduit underground for the wires.  Osness noted that phone lines cannot share conduit with 
power lines.  The electric company is planning to stay aerial.  Osness stated that there are about 
40 poles on the north side of the road.  The wire will also be changed from 600 pair to 300 pair.  
Osness reiterated that Frontier will only be responsible for the least expensive option. 
 
Strohm reported that bids were received and opened on May 14, 2014.  Four bids were received.  
The apparent low bidder is PTS Contractors.   The total bid is $2,845,110.10 with the village 
portion $2,100,019.55.  This does not include the cost of relocating electric, cable and phone 
lines.  Strohm stated that the sanitary sewer cost is 797,099.80 of which $468,125 is for sewer 
lateral lining in the road right of way and $230,250 is for sewer lateral lining from the right of 
way to the building which would be the property owners cost.  Strohm stated lining the sewer 
laterals will deal with infiltration not inflow.  He felt the annual cost to treat the additional inflow 
is about $3,000 per year.  Even if an additional clarifier needs to be built, he felt he could not 
justify the cost of the lateral relining.  He suggested that these two items be eliminated from the 
bid.  The sewer main will still be relined.  (Daniel and Joyce Buechler arrived)  Dohrwardt 
questioned if eliminating this portion of the bid will change any of the other bids numbers, such 
as the mobilization fee.  Strohm stated if the sewer laterals were burst instead of relined, it would 
decrease the cost about $140,000.  Strohm stated a few items were not included in the 
Memorandum of Understanding with the county and needs to be negotiated.  He recommended 
accepting the low bidder and eliminating item #71 and #72 while reserving the right to negotiate 
the cost sharing items.  The base bid includes polyethylene (PVC) pipe for the water main.  If the 
village wants copper pipe instead the cost would increase by $24,660.  Copper pipe is easier to 
locate.  Long questioned if all the sewer laterals have been televised.  Strohm stated the sewer 



 

laterals do not have any issues structurally, only at the joints.  Dohrwardt questioned the $17,000 
cost to paint the center lines and crosswalks.  The village portion of this cost is $4,713.  Strohm 
noted that an electronic copy of the “as built” plans will be received.  After more discussion a 
MOTION was made by Lapicola to eliminate item #71 and #72, to stay with PVC pipe for the 
water main, to review the cost of painting the lines on the road, and to ask the county to negotiate 
a price for conduit for telephone lines under the street.  Motion was seconded by Don Dohrwardt.  
Long questioned item #69.  Strohm stated each property will have a storm sewer lateral installed 
in the road right of way.  If the property owner hooks up to the lateral it will be at the property 
owner’s cost.  A decision will be made at the next meeting regarding the Frontier proposal.  
Bertram noted the goal is to minimize the wires on Fredonia Avenue.  Motion carried. 
 
Certified Survey Map Creating Additional Lot in Town of Fredonia – Dan 
Buechler 
The certified survey map presented by Dan Buechler was reviewed.  After discussion a 
MOTION was made by Don Dohrwardt, seconded by Long, to approve the land division in the 
Town of Fredonia proposed by Daniel Buechler.  Motion carried. 
 
Report by Village President 
INCREASE FIRE IMPACT FEE:  Lapicola stated the recent Fire Department Needs Study 
recommended increasing the fire impact fee to $1,102 per residential unit and to $0.17 per square 
foot of commercial and industrial building.  Dohrwardt questioned if this gives the village the 
latitude to choose any of the options.  Bertram questioned what is a need and what is a want.  
Dohrwardt stated that fire engines need to be custom built to fit in the door of the current Fire 
Department.  It costs more for custom built equipment.  Lapicola stated there are also safety 
concerns with the current building.  Bertram felt the community has not grown much in the last 
37 years and the fire department should be big enough.  Lapicola stated the board is not 
recommending an option at this time.   
 
Report from Fire Chief 
The report from the Fire Chief was reviewed.   
  
Report from Village Marshal on Operations of Village 
The report from the Village Marshal was reviewed.   
 
Report from Director of Public Works on Operations of Village 
The report from the Director of Public Works was reviewed.  Strohm stated the sidewalk 
inspection for 2014 has been completed.  The results will be submitted to the Public Works 
Committee. 
 
Report from Wastewater Treatment Plant Manager 
The report from the Wastewater Treatment Plant Manager was reviewed. 
 
Report from Clerk-Treasurer on Operations of Village 
The report from the Clerk-Treasurer was reviewed.   
 
ANNUAL REPORT:  The annual report by the Clerk-Treasurer was reviewed. 
 
Insurance Renewal 
A MOTION was made by Bertram, seconded by Don Dohrwardt, to renew the insurance 
policies as presented.  Motion carried. 
 
Appoint Architectural Control Board Member 
Lapicola stated that Damon Ward has been an alternate member of the Architectural Control 
Board and would like to appoint him as a regular member.  This was approved on a MOTION 
by Don Dohrwardt, seconded by Bertram, and carried. 
 
Architectural Control Board – May 7, 2014 Meeting 
The minutes from the Architectural Control Board meeting were reviewed.  Don Dohrwardt 
stated the Architectural Control Board approved one new house but needed additional 
information on a second house.  Collection of the Architectural Control Board meeting fee at 



 

time of permit application was also discussed along with the possibility of having a fee for the 
Plan Commission. 
 
Plan Commission – May 5, 2014 
Minutes from the May 5, 2014 Plan Commission meeting were reviewed.  The Plan Commission 
instructed the Director of Public Works to identify any possible health or safety hazards for 400 
Martin Drive as requested by the Wisconsin Department of Health Services. 
 
Personnel Committee – May 1 and May 8, 2014 meeting 
Minutes of the May 1 and May 8, 2014 Personnel Committee meetings were reviewed.   
 
WAGE SCALE FOR PUBLIC WORKS EMPLOYEES:  The proposed wage scale for Public 
Works employees was reviewed.  Strohm noted the wage scale would be standard for all public 
works employees. 
 
Closed Session 
Per Wisconsin Statutes 19.85 (1)(c) the Village Board convened into closed session to discuss 
employee promotion, compensation and replacement on a MOTION by Long, seconded by 
Ehaney, and carried unanimously on a roll call vote.  
 
Adjourn Closed Session and Reconvene into Open Session 
A MOTION was made by Don Dohrwardt, seconded by Bertram, to adjourn closed session and 
reconvene into open session.  Motion carried unanimously on a roll call vote. 
 
Wage Scale for Public Works Employees 
The proposed wage scale for Public Works employees was discussed.  Strohm explained the 
Utility employees have more classifications because of the required certifications.  Discussion 
followed on how and when the wage scale would change.  A MOTION was made by Bertram, 
seconded by Ehaney, to send the wage scale back to the Personnel Committee for clarification.  
Motion carried with Buchholtz opposed. 
 
Electrical Inspector Retirement and Replacement 
A MOTION was made by Bertram, seconded by Buchholtz, to hire John Thill as the village’s 
commercial electrical inspector as discussed in closed session.  Motion carried. 
 
Public Works Entry Level Position 
A MOTION was made by Buchholtz, seconded by Bertram, to extend a job offer to Ben Haas 
contingent on acceptable drug test and physical.  Motion carried. 
 
Wastewater Treatment Plant Operator 
A MOTION was made by Don Dohrwardt, seconded by Ehaney, to promote Jason Nelsen to 
Wastewater Treatment Plant Operator effective June 11, 2014.  His wage will increase $2.40 per 
hour at that time.  He will be required to attend one board meeting per month and be responsible 
for all Sewer Utility emergency calls.  Motion carried 
 
A MOTION was made by Don Dohrwardt, seconded by Ehaney, to allow the Director of Public 
Works to advertise for a new Utility I employee.  Motion carried. 
 
Items for Future Consideration 
Buchholtz noted that the Parks Committee should continue to pursue a bike trail. 
 
Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at 9:01 p.m. on a MOTION by Buchholtz, seconded by Don Dohrwardt, 
and carried. 
 
 


